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its publication. 


8 tranflation of the Hymn To Cxrrs 
was undertaken at the particular requeſt 


of the gentleman, who favour'd the world with 


a Cxrfictsm on that moſt valuable fragment 
of antiquity, in'the Appendix to the 634 Vol. 
of the 'MonTHLyY Rzvitw ; and to whoſe 
aſſiſtande the Author ack nowtedges himſelf to 
have been IR indebted. 


The following extract from that Criticiſm 


will, I apprehend, be ſufficient to give the Reader 


ſome general idea of the Poem itſelf ; and at 
the ſame time it will afford entertainment to the 
curious to be informed of the extraordinary and 


unexpected circumſtances which contributed to 
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The Author of the Criticiſm introduces 4 
rextrathe with obſerving that, « the diſcovety off 


this ancient and truly beautiful Greek Poem was 


no leſs ſingular than intereſting ; and that the 
admirers of claſſic literature will think them 


ſelves under great obligations to the learned and 
| ingenious Editor* for the pains he hath taken 


to gratify their curioſity, not only by an elegant 
edition of the Poem itſelf, but by his very va- 


luable notes and obſervations, which tend to 


ülluſtrate its beauties, and to throw a light « on 


ſome of Its obſcurities, $4.3" 4 ken 

8 RuunRE Ius inform us that nothing was 
more diſtant from his expectations than the 
l opery of this Hymn To CERIS. He knew, 
indeed, that a Poem, bearing that title, and 
aſeribed 


* David Ruhnkenius an eminent Profe ſſor at the Unbverſiy | 


of Leyden, 
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aſcribed to Homer, exiſted in the ſecond Cen- 
| tury but as it had long been conſidered as ir- 
rettievably loſt, he had formed no hopes of ever 

ſeeing it reſcued from the obſcurity to which it 
had been conſigned :---at leaſt he could not 
| have flattered himſelf, that on a diſcovery of ſo 
unexpected a treaſure, the charge of preſenting | 
it to the Public, would have been entruſted to 


“ For the ſatisfaction of our Readers, it 
is neceſſary to mention the moſt intereſting par- 
ticulars that relate to this fingular and valuable 
diſcovery. 45 


6 Some years ſince a German, CHRISTIAN 
FREDERIC MAT THAI, who had been educa- 
ted by the learned ERxxESTI, and credited the 
diſcipline of that celebrated maſter, by his {ill 
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 anderudition, was invited to ſettle at Moscow, 
and to aſſiſt in a plan of literature, for which his 
abilities and acquirements moſt eminently qua- 


lified him. On his arrival at that city, he was in- 
formed, equally to his aſtoniſhment and ſatis- 
faction, that a very copious treaſure of Greck 
ss. was depoſited in the Library of the Hor v 
Sy NOD, which no perſon in that country had | 
either the abilities to make uſe of, or the eu- 
rioſity to examine. Struck with the relation of 
2 circumſtance ſo unexpected, and at the ſame 
time ſo peculiarly flattering to the taſte of this 
learned man, he immediately ſeized the oppor- 
tunity that was luckily offered him, to explore 
this repoſitory of hidden treaſure. After hav- 
ing examined ſeveral curious bocks, he diſ- 
covered a manuſcript copy of the works of 
Homer, written about the concluſion of the 


14th century, but evident 
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very ancient and moſt valuable copy, which: 
beſides the IL IAD and the Opvss EV, contained 
alſo ſixteen of the Hymns, which had been long 
publiſhed under the name of Homer. -But 
this was not all. Twelve lines of a loſt Hymn; 
to Bacchus. and the Hymn to Ceres were pre- 
ſerved in this curious and long unnoticed ma- 
nuſcript. Exulting, as indeed he well might, 
in an acquiſition ſo unexpected, and at the ſame 
time ſo valuable, he, with ſingular diſintereſted- 
neſs, communicated it to our Editor, that he 
might preſent it to the world without thoſe 
delays, which would, in all probability, have 
retarded the publication of it at Moscow. | | 
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% MATTHE1, indeed, Was well acquainted f 
with the talents and extraordinary erudition o 
RUHNKENLUS ; and as he knew too that his 


learned friend had been 1 ö ti cularl y engage d in 
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the ſtudy of the Hymns of Homer, in order to 
give the Public a complete edition of them; he 
could not have entruſted this poem ts the charge 
of à perſon more qualified to do- juſticb to its 
publication than our Editot.— With this Hymn 


many vARTeD̈ READINGS, tending to illuſtrate 
and explaim ſome obſcure paſſages in thoſe al- 


Sa ws alſo communicated to 


a4 
g ieee ir re 
Ruuukentus. 2 2 STIR ©: tte 3 ; 
5 5 : 
* 


». % + 1. 1 : z , 
oil T6 AO ch. yh LY 7 * 


% The Editor 86 that as cal was 


only oNE cop of this Hymn to Ceres, to which 
be could have recourſe, he Was frequently 


obliged to call in the aid of conjecture, i in order 


to determine the reading, or gueſs at the ſenſe, 
of ſore obſcure paſſages. And when an Editor 


makes ſo good a uſe of his IN GENUIT V as Ruhn- 
kenius, che molt ſcrupulous and faſtidious critic 


0 find fault with him. 
” cc The 


e Ad ingenium, codicis vicarium confagi.” Runn, 


19 
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0. The Editor n the hazardous aſk of 


: tranſlation. We are ſorry, that his ſcruples on 


this head ſhould have deprived us of a pleaſure, 


which we are ſure he could have given us by a 
Latin verſion of this Hymn. It is cectain, that 
tranſlations have been (as our Editor ſays) the 
1 ſource of contentions; and we may, add, that ey 


28 


have frequently been made the refuge of indo-. 
lence. Nevertheless, they. have, their peculiar 
uſes; and we hope ere long to ſee a tranſlation of 


this poem executed y with correctneſs and taſte by 


ſome learned and ingenious hand. Such a 


tranſlation would inſure its own ſucceſs; and 


| would" be as acceptable to the learned, as to 


thoſe. who, are incapable. of reading the Poem 
with eaſe | and fluency in the original. 
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Having given a geperal account of the 


diſcovery of this | yn Ceres, the Editor 
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to the Moe of Homer for its birth, OREN art 
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* © padfänias "hath RP more tt once. 
and that not accidentally, but by deſign, that 


Homer had written ſuch a hymn : and the old: 


Scholiaſt on the Alexipharinies of Nicatder 
ſpeaks of bymns that were attributed to Homer, 
in which a "circumſtance relating to Ceres is 
mentioned. t But this hymn records no ſuch 
circumſtance ; ; and therefore n conjec. 
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* «© Homerum Hymni aden edit teftis idoneus, Pas ſadtui, 2 
ſemel, et quaſi pretereunds, n locis, & conſtanter, Aitid. 38. 
vis, Malen. 30 Corinth. 14.” — See Ruhnkenius's Preface, page 6. 
N. B. The lines quoted by Paufanias from this hy mn have but / 
flight verbal variation, (together with the tranſpoſition of a line,) 
eaſy enough to be accounted for from the inadvertence of ſome 
Copyiſt: unleſs he himſelf made the miſtake by oy quoted 
from memory, _ 

t The old Scholiaſt, in 
„ 'Thar the Goddeſs laughed J 


age referred to hot? fora. 
| dicrous ſpeeches of Iambe 
Fo Homer.“ Now ſince Rubnke- 
nius 
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tures that the critic through fotgetſulneſs or 
| Inadvertence. miltggk, Homer for Orpheus: or 
elſe he muſt have ſeep another Hyman aſcribed. 
to Homer different from the preſent. 


2 As to Paufanias, Our 'Etitor hints, 85 that his 
jos with ref] pect to the ſubject of Homer O 
Hymns is not to be implicitly followed. He 
allows this writer great merit, as a cri: ic; but 


E 
DIIF itte! 1715 5 3 
nius can diſcover no trace of ſuch TAS in THIS HYMN, he 
ſuſpeRs-th at the old Critic through forgetſulneſs, had con ſounded 
it with one of the hymns of Orpheus; or elſe that he had read 
ſome other hymn beſides the preſent, which bore the name of 
Homer, and recorded this incident of Ceres and Iambe. 


And yet it is by no means certain but that ulis may be the 
very hymn referred to by the Scholiaſt on Nicander ; for it is wor- 
thy of obſervation, that immediately aſter lambe is introduced by 
the Poet, as accommodating the Goddeſs with a ſeat, there is un- 
doubtedly an omiſſion of ſome lines, which ate neceſſary to connect > 
one paſſage with another. In its preſent ſtate, it is gy 1 
disjointed ; from whence this q 1 ti bn 


not be preſumed, that the incidai re-mentioned, init ie 


the lines which are loſt in the preſent copy ? 
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thinks; that the ſplendor of the ſubject too 
much dazzled his ee to n i 


to decide with nn. een tl ! 


SI's 5 


Ade ingenuouſly acknowledgeth, that he 
bath ſome doubts, with reſpect to the high. 
and illuſtrious origin aſcribed to this hymn: | 
But as no poſitive external evidence can be pro- 


duced to determine the point, he chuſes to reſt 


his argument on, what appears to him, the 


more certain ground of internal proof; and. 
obſerves, that though i it be exquiſitely beautiful, 
yet that it is evidently. deficient in ſome of 


ilomer's more ſtriking and predominant. ha 


| 


racteriſtics. It wants his energy and ſpirit :. Ebbw 


that vigour, that inſpiration, which animates. 


and gives an irreſiſtible power, as well as an 


enchanting beauty, tothe png of that ſublime : 
and inimitable Bard. 3 
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t But though this poem be: diſpoſſeſſed of 


the claim aſcribed to it in the old Manuſcript 


of Moſcow, viz. as the production of Homer, 
yet the Editor heſitates not to give it the honor 
of very high antiquity. He is of opinion, that 


it was written immediately after Homer; or at 
leaſt in the age of Heſiod. The x agu 
the venerable. wrinkles of hoary age are deeply 
marked on the very face of it. This will be 
viſible to all that are {killed in the Greek claſ- 


ſies. Such will perceive, and as it were FEEL, 


its- antiquity, by a ſenſation that cannot be 


communicated or explained to the reader who 


hath not been particularly converſant in thoſe 


ſtudies. 


3 a * 
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« The Editor congratulates the age on the 
diſcovery of this curious poem, reſcued by 


mere accident from tung darkeſt retreats of 


oblivion 5 
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oblivion; and perhaps, but at a light diſtance 
from inevitable perdition. He deems it to be 


an acquiſition, not only calculated to gratify 

the curioſity of the Connoiſeurs in claſſic anti- 
quity, or to entertain thoſe lovers of Greek 
poetry whoſe ſtudies are made fubſervient 0.6. 5 
refined and elegant ſpecies of amuſement; but 


he alfo eſteems it; as of particular uſe to the 
ctitic, as it tends to illuſtrate ſome obſcure 
paſſages both in the Greek and Latin poets. 
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He cloſes his preface with obſerving, that 


content with the honor of publiſhing this 


Hy mn, he leaves the farther compariſon of it 
with the other poets of antiquity, for the ſake 


of mutual os, to the ſkill and ee 


of other c critics.” JJ touted: o-8 


I | a * S * 8 
F O E F A E xv 
To the preceding remarks it may not be im- 


proper to add, that the account, which Aro- 
LODORVS hath given of Cert agrees with ſuch 
peculiar ekäctnefs '(4 few "incidents excepted) 


with the eſtential and leading circumſtances of 
this Hymn, that 1 imagine the curious reader 


412 . CCC an tt. RG te re IHE. — 
would be pleaſed" to ſee it entire; and at the 
fare time it may be eonſidered as a general ar- 
8 wy ety inlelf. 5: boiled nN 
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op Pluto, being inflamed with a vichent love 
« for Proferpine, carries her off ſecretly by the 
« affiſtance of Jupiter.--Ceres traverſes the earth 
day and night with lighted torches in queſt 
« of her: Having learnt from ſome {killed in 
0 Divination, that ſhe was convey'd away by 

70 n at the Sods, ſhe forſakes 
22 4 heaven, 


— 


t + The lines marked with RW agree with 
the Rory of the Poem, | 
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« heaven, and aſſumes the form of a woman.” 


She goes to Eleufina, and ſits down at. firſt, on 
| | , | : | 


a ſtone called AGELAsTON,. from the grief ſhe 
then ſuffered, not far from the ain g 
chorus; from thence ſhe p toceeds to the houſe 
of Celeus, at that time king of Eleuſis, and i 1s, 
introduced to the females. of; his: family, by. 


whom being requeſted to fit, down, , gan 


woman called Iambe, excites mirth ns 
the goddeſs. On which account it is ſaid, a 
licenſe of ſpeech is allowed to women when 


performing the myſlical rites Pe Ceres. 1 
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70 Celeus at that time e had a ſon by Metanira; | 
« whom Ceres undertook to | nurſe, and being 
« willing to make him immortal ſhe placed the 
«« child by night inthe midſt of the fire, by that 


«means to take from Jim the corruptible pur 
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„of his nature. ir e real al 
enn 


„„ 


The child who was, called Demophon, 
« grew and flouriſhed daily beyond belief. — Me- 
« tanira watched, the actions of the goddeſs, and 
cc * cried, aloud when. ſhe ſaw him covered with 
te fire, —On this, the child was inſtantly taken 5 
«« out, and Ceres revealed herſelf.” She then 
Prepared a chariot for Triptolemus, Metanira's 
eldeſt ſon, drawn by winged dragons, that he 
ſhould travel in it over the world, and inſtruct 
- mankind in ſowing wheat, which ſhe gave him 


for that purpoſe. 


« In the mean time Jupiter commanded | 

Fe Pluto to reſtore Proſerpine : But he, fearing 
« the would ſtay a long time with her mother, 
* || gave her the ſeed of the Pomegranate to eat; 
* which ſhe did in obedience to his commands, 
400 not foreſeeing the eee Ceres 
| | 8 placed 


| | Pag — aye » x0xx0y, Are mea the words made uſe of by 
the Poet in this hymn. 
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placed a heavy ſtone over Aſcalaphus the ſon of 
Acheron and Gorgyra i in the infernal yn for 
bearing falfe teſtimony againſt her. At laſt 
£ * Proſerpine was compelled to ſtay with Pluto 
« one 8 third of the year, and the other part 


7 « he ſpent with the ok. This is what 


they relate of Ceres. , Ps L. 15 C. 5. 


I ſhall not enter into a 3 aiſcuion 
7 the nature or merits of the Hymn to Ceres--- 
In the following attempt to tranſlate, i it it, I 
equally wiſhed to avoid the extremes of a ſer- 
vile verſion, and a diffuſe imitation. How far 


T have ſucceeded in adhering to the ſenſe of bd 


Poet, without abridging the privilege of a free 


tranſlator, muſt be 


t to the determination of 
the candid Reader. 


5 Ovid indeed repreſents the matter e 
| Nunc dea regnorum numen commune duorum, 
Cum matre eſt TOTIDEM, totidem cum Conjuge meſes, - 
Metam. Lib. v. 
mut the account of Apollodorus agrees, in this reſpect, with the 
Hymn ; and the general ſimilarity is fo n that one would 
imagine he had copied from it. 
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Cxnks, to wee e belongs the votive hay 1 
Whoſe locks i in radiance round thy temples play, | 


And Proferpine, whom. diftant from thy fight, 


Fierce Pluto bore to realms of endleſs night, 


For thus decreed the God, whoſe piercing eyes 


Trace every act, whoſe thunder ſhakes the ies, 5 
That ſhe, whoſe hands the golden fickle bear, 


And choiceſt product of the circling year, 
. 17 | | | C 2 | 
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Rich 


( 20 ) 
Rich fruits, and fragrant-breathing flowers, ſnould 
know 
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The tender conflicts of maternal woe. 10 


In Nyſia's vale, with nymphs a lovely train, 
Sprung from the hoary father of the main, 
File Proſerpine conſum'd the fleeting hours 0 
In pleaſing ſports, and pluck'd the gaudy flowers, 


Around them wide the flamy crocus glows, 128 
Thro' leaves of verdure blootns the opening bt * 
The hyacinth declines his fragrant head, 307 Nag i 
And purple violets deck th“ enamell d mead. ag 
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The fair! Nancissus far above ab rell 23 101 


By magic form'd, in beauty roſe Lenfeft 8 
So Jove, C enſtare the virgin's thoughtIeſs kind, 
And pleaſe the Ale of the mades d engtod. % ba. 
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He caus'd it from a the opening earth to fe, 
Sweet to the ſcent; alluring to the eyes. 

Never did mortal, or celeſtial power 

Behold ſuch vivid tints adorn'a Bower. 

F rom the deep root an hundred branches TO 
And to the winds ambroſial odors flung ; ' - 
Which lightly wafted on the wings of air, 

The gladden's ea 
The joy-diſpenſing fragrance ſpreads around, 
And ocean's briny fwell with ſmiles is crow: * 


, and heaven's wide circuit ſhare. 


Pleas'd at the ſight, nor deeming danger nigh, 
The fair beheld it with deſiring eye: YR 

Fer eager hand ſhe firetch'd to ſeize the flower, | 
(Beauteous illuſion of th' ethereal power ! : 
When, dreadful to behold, the rocking ground 
Diſparted widely yawn'd a gulf. profound !— 
Forth-ruſning from the black Abyſs; aroſe 


The gloomy monarch of the realm of woes, f 40 


Ca Pluto, 
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The trembling maid 


He ird, ds to ) his A car convey'd. ., 
Borne by immortal ſteeds the chariot flies 
And thus ſhe: pours her ſupplicating cries - 


N * 
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Aſſiſt, protect me, thou who reignſt above 
Supreme and beſt of Gods, paternal Jove ! a 
But ah in vain the hapleſs virgin rears W dT 


Her wild complaint nor god nor mortal Fro 1— 
Not to the white-arm'd nymphs with beautycrown'd, 


Her lov'd companions, reach'd the mournful 
\ 
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Pale Hecate, who in the cell of night Ty 


nd EJS 
, 


Muſes on youthful pleaſure's rapid flight: 
And bright Hyperion's ſon, who decks the ſcies 
With ſplendor, only heard the virgin's: cries 1572 Ai 4 
Invoke the father of th' ethereal powers=== - 


But he, at diſtance from their airy.-bowers,, --/ - +/! / 
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X 23 5 
: Sits in his hallow'd fane ;---his votaries Ken) 4 7 


Accepts their offerings, and rewards their en | 
While hell's dread ruler i in his car convey'd 


| realms of "darkneſs the reluctant mai. 60 
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Long as ſhe view'd the ſtar-beſpangled . 5 
And ocean's s many-teeming waters riſe; VE 
While earth's" gay verdure fled not from her view, 
Nor Phœbus yet his cheerful light withdrew;” 
So long the ray of hope illum'd her breaſt; 
Nor ſunk her ſoul, acm d tho” diſtreſt. 
Her mother ſtill ſhe thought would meet her ſight, 
And friendly powers who dwelt in realms of light. 
Een ocean's depth reſounded to her ery, 5 


And lofty mountains towering to the-ſky!.' 70 


At length, the ſhrieks of woe her mother hears--- 


Her heavenly breaſt the ſhaft of anguiſh tears. 


The 
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The various regions of the earth explor'd; 
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The bloomipg wreath ſhe from her brow unbinds 3 
Rends her bright locks, and gives them to the winds: 


Then (mournful emblem of her. inward, woes !) 


A fable veil athwart her ſhoulders throws. 
As ſome fond bird her raviſh'd young deplores, 
And every ſecret ſhade. in vain explores; 


To ſeek the fair ſhe flies o'er ſea and land, 


The burning torches waving in her hand. 80 


Nor gods, nor men the author of her woes 


Unfold- no birds of omen'd flight diſcloſe. 


Nine tedious days in vain the queen ador de 


Nor did ſhe taſte, while ſhe her courſe purſued, 7 | 
The balmy nectar, or ambroſial food; | 


Nor ever in the cool tranſlucent wave, 


Toil's ſweet relief, her form of beauty lave. 


W " ge » 
; | O | 
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n 
On the tenth morn, as chacing night” s dull Soom: 
Aurora's beams the purpled eaſt illume, 90 


Pale Hecate before her view appear'd, e 
Her hand the faintly-gleaming taper rear'd, 
And thus began; Oh thou! to whom we owe 


' | Thoſe} joys, the ſeaſon's circling flight beſtow ; ; i 
What god, what mortal dar'd the impious deed, 5 8 1 | | 

That makes a heavenly breaſt with ſorrow . | 4 

I heard thy daughter's voice implore relief; © . | 

| Unknown to me the author of her grief— — I} 209 | | 


But ſudden wav'd the flaming/torch on high, 


She ceas'd; nor did the goddeſs make ar, | | 1 | 
| 
; 


And ſought the ruler of the day ; whoſe fight 
From the pure regions of unclouded light 


. All 


» * 
1 by 3 FR 


* 
»& 
4 


e ut . 
* — 4 a das. * 


DF 


— ut 
9 v a —— — ' aa 4 Xa} 
a eat ee eee eee RED 


Oe. 0s. —_— — ——  — . 
: 


D 
ö 


— N * 
— ab. Jour"; 
© a 1 
. r E 
— = 

= 


„ 


The burning car, and horſes breathing flame, | 
Stop'd ſudden. —Ceres thus; Oh Phœbus hear! F 


My fame, my ancient dignity revere ! 

If e'er my bleſſings gave thy ſoul delight, 

Thoſe bleſſings now by friendſhip's act requite. 

A daughter late was mine of beauteous form 
(Sweet tender plant, uprooted by a ſtorm ) 110 
Diſtant I heard her loud-lamenting ——_ 3 


But fate ſevere denied her to my eyes. 


Oh thou! who crown'd with ether's pureſt light, \ 


Thro' earth and ocean dart'ſt thy boundleſs licht, ö 
7 ell me what god, what mortal has convey 'd | 
Reluctant from theſe arms my darling maid ? 

2 Daughter of Rhea he replied, th 
With grief thy wrongs, and dignity.revere, 


| Oy). | 
Blame not th' ethereal race - from heaven's dread 
. 2 1 265 
Who dwells mid” ' n clouds, thy ſorrows 
ſpring. gee 4455 3 
Pluto, by his Ade the virgin bore; | 
Where darkly-frowning on th' infernal ſhore, - 
His lofty palace ſtands no more repine ; 
No cauſe for anguiſh, nor * for ſhame is thine. 
He, brother to the god who rules on high, 
Now hails her empreſs of the lower ſky : 


For Saturn's aweful race ſuperior reign 


O'er heaven, o'er hell, and earth-encircling main, 


He ſaid ; and then (his courſe no more delay d) 


Spoke to his fiery ſteeds his ſteeds obey d. 130 
Whirl'd rapid onwards thro' th inumin'd ſkies, 

The fame rob d chariot kindles as it flies: : 
Drigs 53 3: Swift, 
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Swift, as when ruſhing thro! the blaze of day, 


Darts the fiei ce eagle on his diſtant prey. 


But deeper anguiſh rends the mother's ſoul, 


And thoughts of vengeance in her boſom roll; 

She ſhuns th' imperious power who rules on high, 
And quits th' immortal ſynod of the ſky. | 

Then, furious from Olympus' airy heigt 


To earth precipitates her rapid flight. 0 


There mingling with the race of man, ſhe ſhares 


Their various toils—conſum'd with grief appears 


Her beauteous form; - unknown from ſhore to ſhore 
She roves ; till Celeus hoſpitable door A 
Receives her ſteps—He in Eleuſis reign d, 
Where {till her rites, and honors are maintain d. 
Beſide a path, while o'er her drooping head 


His grateful ſhade the verdant olive ſpread : 


„ 


As 


if 59 )) 
As by her feet Parthenius' waters flow, é 
She ſits, a pallid ſpeRacle of woe, 150 
Her faded cheeks no. more with beauty bloom'd, 
But now che Arm U wrinleled age aſſum'd. 
She ſeem'd like thoſe whom each attractive grace 
Forſakes, when time with wrinkles kes the face; 
From whom the Cyprian power indignant flies, 
Her gifts refuſes, and her charms denies ; 
Who, in ſome regal dome, by fate ſevere, 


Are doom'd to nurſe, and ſerve another's heir. 


Four gentle nymphs light-moving o'er the plain 
Approach; four brazen urns their arms ſuſtain— 160 
Great Celeus was their ſire he bade them bring 
The limpid water from Parthenius ſpring. 


Lovely they ſeem'd as heaven's immortal powers: 


Youth's purple light, and beauty's opening flowers 
Glow'd 
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(889 /) 
| Glow'd on their cheeks—Callidice the fair, 


And meek Clauſidice with penſive air; 


Then Demo, and Callithoe's riper grace 


Appear'd, the eldeſt of the lovely race. 


T hey hail the power unknown—(For mortal eyes 
How hard to penetrate a god's diſguiſe !) | 170 


Who, and whence art thou, Dame ! whoſe brow | 


appears 


Mark'd by the traces of revolving years ? 


Why doſt thou ſhun yon peopled town ? in grief 
Why lonely fit ?—there thou wilt find relief: 


\ 
There, matrons like thyſelf, who long the load 
Of life have borne, and traced its rugged road, 
Employ'd in labors, ſuch as beſt engage 


The pleas'd attention of declining age, 


With tender maids thy ſorrows ſhall 'condote, 


And acts of friendſhip cheer thy drooping ſoul ! 180 
Hail 


6 
Fail nymphs unknown the goddefs thug rejoin, 
Aoi the tribute of a grateful mind. 
Would you the ſtory of my ſorrows know, 
| Attend to no fictitious tale of woe. - 
Reluctant from the Cretan coaſt I came ; 
Dear native land] and Doris is my name. 
To ruffians force. wha plough the wat'ry way, 
I fell an helpleſs, unreſiſting prey. 
The bark bounds ſwiftly Oer the liquid main, 
And ſoon the coaſt of Thericus we gain. 190 
The veſſel ſafely moor'd, —a female band _ 
Prepare the banquet on the neighb'ring ſtrand ; 
Whilſt wide around us eve's gley vapors riſe, 
And her dim ſhades roll lowly thro! the ſkies, 
But, deeply-muſing on my woes, I pine, ; 
* ſhare the feaſt, nor taſte the chearful wine. 
When 
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When thro'the ſky night's deepe er gloom T was ſpread, 
Unnotic'd, trembling o'er the- beach I fled. : 


The ſpoilers luſt of gold I rendered vain; _ 
Unranſom'd, thus eſcap'd the galling chain 200 
Of ſervitude long time from ſhore to ſhore - 
I wander'd---various toils and perils bore. 


To me e'en now unknown, ere you unfold, 


| The land 1 end, nn, 


To you, ye virgins! may th' ethereal powers, 
Who o'er Olympus dwell in airy bowers, © | 
Shed choiceſt favors ! may your conſorts prove 5 
Of lovely form, deſerving of your love! 
And be your children with ſuch beauty bleſt, 

As hope can image in a parent s breaſt! JUR 
Then gentle maids, in pity to my woes, 
How beſt I can obtain relief, diſcloſe, 

| In 


. 


In yonder tomn=--with pleaſure I on engage 
In taſks beſt ſuited to my feeble age. 
©] Well-ſkill'd ; in houſhold toils, to 8 my + lon. 
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The couch I'11 ſpread, and crown his feſtive board; 
Or ſhould a child be truſted to my care, 


Theſe arms mall nurſe ehim, and theſe knees mall bear. | 


© Ya, 


She ceas'd ;---the lovelieſt of a lovely line, 
Callidice replied ; no more repine ! 5 
But Kina; whate'er the immortal gods ordain, 8 | 
It is our part to ſuffer, not complain— ; | 
Enough for us that juſtice rules their mind, 
Whoſe wiſdom, like their power, is unconfin'd, 
The chiefs, who here ſupreme dominion hold, 

Be it my taſk, O ſtranger ! to unfold : 5 
Thro whom, Eleuſis hoſtile rage defies 25 


Beneath whoſe care yon guardian ramparts riſe: 
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And aw ful juſtice holds her Res Lady ce U 
Triptolemus, of Jeep-revolving ind, 178 


Diocles noble, Polyxenus wah 6 
With every milder grace Eurholpus ers oa, 


And ſtately Dolichus in arms renown'd 


Superior to the reſt, o'er theſe domains, 
Our honor'd . thei mi iche Naben reisse | 
Each chief a lovely conſort boalts, Wh guides | 


Domeſtic labors, and at home prefides IE 


Not one of them who would thy ſuit _ 
But ſooth thy W and thy : age reſpedt : 


For ſure, thou ſeem'ſt of more than mortal face, | 


Put if thou here wilt reſt, without delay 
We'll to our mother's ears s thy 988 convey. 
If ſhe approves, accept a welcome there 


An only child, an unexpected heir, 
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Barn to his parents in declining age, 
Our darling pleaſure, will thy cares engage. 


Shouldſt thou preſerye him (kindly, thus employ'd) 
Till ripening manhood make thy labors void, 250 
Such gifts hereafter he'll on thee beſtow, | 


As thoſe will envy moſt, who. beſt ſhall know. 


'The virgin ceas'd ; nor aught the goddeſs ſaid, 


4 


But bow d ſubmiſſive her aſſenting head. 
The liquid chryſtal fills their poliſh'd urns: 


Each nymph exulting to the town returns. 


Arriy'd at Celeus' dome, they quick diſcloſe 
The ſtranger's humble ſuit, and tale of woes 


To“ Metanira—pleas'd at the requeſt, 


Maternal fondneſs glowing in her breaſt, | 260 
She bids them to the matron thus declare, 
That ample treaſures ſhould reward her care, 


| | 22 | Like 
* The wife of Celeus. | 
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Like the kine's lowing race, that ſportive bound 
Along the plain with flowery : verdure crown'd ; 
Or the ſleek fawn, when he at firſt perceives 
Spring 8 genial warmth, and ds the budding 
leaves; 
Thus joyful thro' the beaten road they paſt, 
With robes collected to promote their haſte. 
Ther — 5 like the 8 flamy hue, 


In waving radiance round their ſhoulders flew. 270 


Now to the place, where ſate the heavenly dame 
| Beſide the murmuring ſtream, the virgins came. 
| Their mother's ſuit they urge, nor ſhe denies— 
While thoughts of ſorrow in her arr Nel | 
Wrapt i in the ſable veil her courſe ſhe bends ; ; 
The robe jel flowing to her feet deſcends. 


Soon they approach to Celeusꝰ ſtately gate; 
Within the lofty nall the F mother ſate 
j Beſide 


+ Metanira, 


8 
Beſide tlie threſhold - frequent to her breaſt 
The child, the darling of her ſoul, ſhe preſt. 280 
Each nymph to greet her much-loy'd parent flies, 
While Ceres diſtant ſtands in humble guiſe, 


Lo! ſuddenly before their wond'ring ſight. 
Her form increaſing, to the temple” s height 
Aſcends-—her head with circling rays is crown'd, 


And wide ch ethercal Þlendor ſpreads around! 


Awe, veneration ſeiz'd the mother” 8 breaſt, 
And pallid fear was on her cheeks impreſt— 
Upſtarting from her couch ſhe'd fain reſign 5 
The ſeat reſplendent to her gueſt divine: 290 
With looks unwilling the the ſuit denies, 
And fixes on the ground her radiant eyes. 


But kind Lani with a modeſt mien 
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A ſeat provided for the ſeaſon's queen : 
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A lambkin's ſnowy fleece the o'er it ſpread - 

Still deeply-muſing nought the goddeſs ſaid : 
But round her head the duſky mantle drew, | 
To hide her deep-felt anguiſh from their view, 


Be it thy care to nurſe this lovely boy, 75 
Child of my age, an unexpected Joy 1 85 300 
By favoring g 5 beſtow dl ſhould thro thy cares, 
My Demophon arrive at manhood's years ; ; 
Others ſhall at thy happier ſtate repine, F 
Such high rewards, ſuch, treaſure _ be thine ! \ 


Oh woman! fayor'd by the powers of heaven, — | 
To whom the gods this beauteous child have given, 
Ceres replied, I take with joy thy heir 
No nurſe unſk ill d receryes him to her care: 


Nor 


(39) 
Nor magic ſpell, nor roots of mighty power, 
From earth's dark boſom torn at midnight hour, 310 
Shall tart thy 6ffepring—to defeat each charin, 
And herb mali gnant of its Power difarm, 


Full well I khow.—She Taid; and to her brenn 
: The infant claſp'd, and tenderly careſt. 


Thus Certh nürt'd tis child Lexulting joy 
Reign'd in his parents hearts mean while the boy 
Grew like an offspring of etherea 
Health crown'd his frame, and benity dex u face. 
No mortal food he ate :—the queen ador'd” 

Around hitn oft ambroſial odors p our'd; © 326 
Oft' as the child was on her boſom laid, 
She heavenly influence to his ſoul cottvey'd. 


race; 3 


At night, to purge from earthly droſs his frame, 
She kindled on che earth th' annealing flame; 


And 


( 42 ) 


And like a brand, unmaxk'd by human view, 
Amid the fire wide-blazing frequent threw 
Thi unconſcious child—his Parents wond'ring trace 
Something divine, a more chan mortal grace 55 
Shine in his form ; — and ſhe deſign” d, the, boy 
To chance ſuperior, and to time's annoy, 14 330 
Crown'd with unceaſing joys in heaven ſhould r reign- 
Thoſe chapgh s rother's.roſhnehs. ropder;d wein? 
One fatal night, neglectful of repoſe, : 
Her couch forſaking, Metanira roſe; 


And from her ſecret ſtand. beheld the f nome: 


w__ 
+ 


Reccive the infant. —L error ſhakes her Fine: | 
She ſhricks in-agony—ſhe ſmites her-thighs; __ ;- 


And thus ſhe paurs her loud-lamenting cries.— 


Oh Demophon, my child ! this ſtranger gueſt, 
What cauſcleſs rage, what frenzy has poſſeſt? 346 


Conſuming 


a) 


Conſuming flames around thy body roll, 
And anguiſh rends thy mother's tortur'd foul! © 


Wrath ſeiz'd the goddeſs ; her immortal hands. 
Sudden ſhe phing'd amid the fiery brands 
And full before th' afflicted mother's view, 
On the cold floor the blameleſs infant threw, 
And furious thus began; Oh mortals vain ! 

Whoſe folly counteracts what gods ordain! 

Who loſt in ercor's maze, will never know 
Approaching bleſſings from impending woe 1 38 
Long, for the raſhneſs that thy ſoul poſſeſt, 

Shall keen reflection agonize thy breaſt. © 

For, by that oath which binds the powers ſupreme 

I ſwear ! by ſable Stn, inferaal ſtream !_ 

Elſe had thy ſon in youth's perpetual prime 

Shar'd heavenly joys, and mock'd the rage of time. 


PP 


A ya *% 
* 7 * _ cates? Fn * ** 5 2 1 (IP 
: SO aum > — S 2 . S - * 
r r rar, > P 
NIST . N — —— * ; * 
* by _—_ ** 3 ” — 2 - wy > * — - 1 22 7 "re, „ — Dd * * — 
* L — FA pd $4 l He" Sw aD. "un tit 12 4 A 
_ 
3 
1 
7 


1 
£ 
#4 
by 
1 
i . 
2 
. | 
1 
5 
7 
4 
i 
BY 
4 
U 4 


1 6) - 


Man's common lot is his—he breaths to die 


But ſince a goddeſs on her knees careſt 
Thy child--ſince oft he ſlumber d on her breaſt, 360 
Fame mall attend his ſteps, and bright renown bu 
With wreaths „ ſhall his temples crown. 


In future times, torn by diſcordant: rage, 


Eleuſisꝰ ſons commutual war ſhall wage; 


(Then Demophon) 


Sac; 
Know then that Ceres, from whoſe bounty flo 
8 hoſe bleflings the revolving years beſtow, _ 7 
Who, both from gods and man's frail race demands 
Her honors due, before thy TEA ſtands. | 
Away, and let Eleuſis' ſons unite, 370 
Where ſteep Callichorus' projecting height 


Frowns 


0 


a2 


9 er the plain, a. ſtately fane, to rear : 

Her aweful rites. its goddeſs ſhall declare. 1a ad 
There with pure hearts upon the hallow'd Oh: 
Your victims ſlay, and ſooth a power divine! 


This ſaid; the front of age fo late aſſum'd ; 
Diſſolv d—her face with charms celeſtial bloom d. 
The ſacred 3 chat around ber gen, | 
Thro the wide air ambroſial odors hren, 
Her lovely form ith ſudden radiance glow'd ; i 
Her golden locks in wreaths of ſplendor flow'd, 

hro the dark palace ſtream d a flood of light. 
As „ fires ilume the night 
With dazzling blaze—then ſwiftly from their view, 
Urg'd by indignant rage, the goddeſs flew. 


In Metanira's breaſt amazement reign'd : _ 
Silent ſhe ſtood ; nor long her knees ſuſtain'd 
= Their 


{ 44 ) 
Their tottering weight--Aheſutik in grief ee . 


le&ed, ſhrieking on the ground 
Beſide her lay: his agonizing cries 390 


The ſiſters hear, and from their couches ais Wok 
They ſnatch him from the floor the fire pe 
One lights anew—one fondly to her breaſt © 

The infant folds—by filial duty baer. 

Another haſtes to Metanita's aid. 7 
And now they gather d round th' afflicted child,” 
And bath d his Beauteous form with duſt defila : 
With broken ſobs he ceas/d nor to complain; 


A different burfe be ſought, but fought in vaim 
3 | \ 
#1 4811 33 illi 22 ALL — bn: — {21 45 2 


To vn the goddefz rage, Wirkt awe ren W 
In deep conſult they paſt the hours of reft ;* 
Till night her dreary ſhadows roll'd away, | 


And eg Aurora * the cheerful day: 
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( 
Then, as ſhe bade, around whoſe brow divine, 
The blooming flowers, a lovely wreath, entwine, 
They, to the ruler of Eleuſis' ſlate, - 


The wonders of thi eventful night relate. 


The ſages of the land coaven'd; his will 
He thus unfolds ; that on th' impending hill | 
Of ſteep Callicorus, to the bright-hair'd power 410 
An altar riſe, and ſtately temple tower. 
Gladly the chiefs aſſent—witk buſy care 
The people ſoon the ſplendid fabric rear. da 
1 power Tuperibr nids their warm deſire ;—- 
They hall the omen, and with joy retire. 
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There Ceres, diſtant from the powers dive FT 
Sits deeply-muſing in her hallow'd ſhrine. - -* 
The eager wiſhito view her daughter's face, 
Again to fold her with a fond embrace, 


Conſumes 
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{148 } 


Conſumes her beauteous form alternate roll 420 


The tides of grief and vengeance in her ſoul. 
She to the earth her genial power denies 


Fhe corn unfruitful in its boſom lies 


The oxen draw the crooked plough in vain ; 


No waving verdure decks the blaſted plain: 


Pale famine ſpreads around each mortal breaſt 


One common fate had now involv'd them all, 
And the bleſt gods who in th' aerial hall! 
Of high Olympus reign, by han adord, 43 
Their votaries' vows, and offerings had deplor d- 
But Jove revolving on the ills. deſign u 
By Ceres; — to appeaſe her wrathful mind, 


Sends che bright goddeſs of the ſplendid bow, 


Whoſe gold-beſpangled wings with luſtre glow— 


Thro' yielding air with matchleſs ſperd ſhe flew; | 
Elevſis' temple roſe before her vim. 


T here 


on = 2 | 
There, while rich incenſe wafted fragrance round, 1 
Clad in her ſable veal the queen ſhe found, | 
And thus began: The ruler of the fey 4440 
Calls thee to meet th aſſembled gods on high— 1 


Oh haſte ! with them celeſtial pleaſures prove ; 


Nor fruitleſs be the words that come from Jove ! 


Iris in vain her ſoothing words addreſt ; | 
The goddeſs yields not to her kind requeſt : 
In vain, at his command who ſways the ſkies, | 
Th' immortals ſue—ſhe hears and ſhe denies : 1, 
Their proffer'd honors, and their gifts diſdains, 


And in her breaſt relentleſs vengeance reigns. 


Firmly reſoly'd where high Olympus towers, 4 50 


* 


She ner would mingle with thi ethereal powers, 


Nor fruitful earth's s produdtive force renew, 


Till ber loyd daughter met her longing view. | 
When 
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When the dread power whoſe thunder ſhakes the 

ſkies, e ld ! 
From whoſe keen ſight no act unnotic'd lies, 

Heard her determin'd will; ; he gave command 

To Maia's ſon, who bears the galden wand, 

That ſtraight to Erebus he wing his way, 

And woo the god whom ſhadowy forms obey 

With words perſuaſive ; that: his queen ador'd 460 
In Stygian realms, might be to heaven reſtor'd, 

And mingling with the powers celeſtial, eaſe 

Her mother's anxious ſoul, and wrath appeaſe. 

Hermes ene, and from the realms of day Ih 

To Tartarus directs his rapid way; | 5 ; 
There, i in the centre of the earth profound, 

T he monarch of th' infernal realms he found 
High-thron'd in gloomy ſtate—behde her lord . 

| Fair Proſcrpine her mother s loſs deplor- d. 


/ 


Who | 


( 49 ) 


Who, deep-revolving in her troubled mind, 470 
Dire vengeance gainſt th. ethereal race deſign'd. 


| Hermes began ; Oh thou! whoſe aweful head 
1s crown'd with ſable locks—to whom the dead 
Submiſſive reverence pay—the fire of gods 
Great Jove decrers, that from theſe dark abodes, 
By me, thy conſort crown'd with beauty's charms, 
Should be to heaven reſtor d, and Ceres arms. 
For know, ſuch vengeful thoughts her ſoul inſpire, 
That e' en the immortal gods muſt feel her ire. 
No golden harveſts now che plains adorn, ü 480 
In 4466 ſhe hides the life-ſuſtaining corn, - 
And man muſt fall ;---to thoſe who rule the ſkies = 
No honors ſhall be paid, no prayers ariſe. 
Far, far from chem, with rage-enkindled heart, 
She, in the lofty temple fits apart, | 

8 | Rear 


6 


Rear d by Eleuſis to her pöwer Vine 
where clouds of incenſe roll around her Wan 


The gloomy mbtürch Jove's eee | 
Reluctant ſmiles his dark-bent brows _ 
And thus his blooming conſort he addreſt; * 
Go Proferpine let pleafure ſway thy breaft, © 
No more let memory recall the paſt, 
But to thy mother's fond embraces haſte— 
P is fruitleſs, nay "tis folly to complain | 
Nor I a huſband that deſerves 21> 114 
Brother to TJove ſupreme! --- Hence then my fair ! 
And ſoon again to Pluto's arms repair e \ 
Honor to thee, the heavenly powers mall pays 1 
Thee ſhall the ſhadowy forms of hell obey: 


And thoſe, who ne'er on earth invoE-d thy aid, 500 


Nor victims ſlew, nor rich oblations paid, 


4 


HS 
| 

7 

7 


(2 ) 


By thee condemn'd, ſhall Prove eternal Pains 
In the dafk realms where endleſs horror reigns, 
- 

"He faid and ſodden from hk feat aroſe | 

His lovely bride her heart with cranſport glows; ; 
Then Pluto fear'd, leſt from the realms above, 5 
And Ceres, object of her filial love, 
She'd ne'er return; and fraudulent decreed 
The fair ſhould taſte the rich pomegranate” 8 ſeed— 
A fatal pledge! The ruler of the dead 510 
Then to their view his ſable courſers led; 5 
And yok d them to the ſplendid car — his bride 
Aſſum'd the ſeat, with Hermes by her ſide, 
The god, whoſe fury to th' infernal plains 5 5 
Hurl'd hapleſs Argus ;— firm he graſp'd the reins, 
And wav'd the laſh — the ſteeds impetuous flew : 
The realms of darkneſs vaniſh'd from their view. 


(3 2 Onward . 


(52 ) 


Onward they ruſh, impatient mo 
Nor ſeas, nor rapid ſtreams impede their 5 "op 
Nor towering 1 which dark'ning clouds 
ſurround; _ | Ne ef $20 | 
Nor low-ſunk vales with — herbage e crown'd. 
With ſteady ardor, unabated force, 
Thro' depth of air they urge their rapid courſe; „ 
Till Ceres ſacred temple they behold, | 


We 


W here clouds of incenſe round her altar roll'd. 


Soon as the goddeſs GR her daughter' S face, 
With eager ſpeed ſhe ruſh'd to her embrace. ts 
Thus when the hind her long-loſt fawn eſpies, MAE 


| 


„ Sw 


In tranſport from the mountain's brow ſhe flies. 


25 Thou, 


Thou, here with Ceres, daughter of my love, 5 30 
Shalt ſtay, high-honor'd by the powers above : 
But if thou aught in Pluto's drear abode 
Haſt ate, thou muſt retrace the gloomy road; 
And with th' infernal god his ſeeptre ſhare r 
One tedious third of the revolving year: 
The reſt, ſhalt thou partake with heavenly powers--- 
And when with hetbage green, and blooming flowers 
Spring decks the earth, thou ſhalt aſcend the es; 
A Joy to mortal and celeſtial eyes. 


Say, by what art thy unſuſpecting mind 540 
The God deceiv' d? --- Thus Proſerpine rejoin'd : e 
When the wing'd herald of the powers above | 
Came with the mandate of all-ruling Jove, 
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Again to bear me to th ethereal ſkies, __ , 

And give me to thy long-deſiring eyes 

That thus thy vengeful rage might be ſuppreſt K 

My heart with tranſport bounded in my breaſt. 
But then, ſo hell's imperious lord decreed; 


I ate reluQtant the pernicious ſeec. 


Joyful I wander'd chro! the verdant plain, 5 50 
Leucippe, Phæno, Rhodia in my train: 8 
With them Electra, Ianira ſtray'd, 

And Rhodope in beauty's charms array'd : | \ 
Ocyroe too was there of roſeate hue ; | 
Her golden locks around Chryſeis flew : 

C alypſo's charming form, Urania's grace, 


And Galaxaure's love-inſpiring face : 
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| Pallas who bids the rage of battle glow, 


And chaſte Diana with her ſounding bow. 
” In 


TW 7 
In pleafing ſports the fleeting hours we wear, 560 
And pluck tlie blüſhing honors of the year. 
Lilies and Hyacinths the air perfume; 

The crocus glows, th” expanding roſes bloom: 


But lovelier far I view with joyful eyes 
The fair Narciſſus from the earth ariſe. 
This wond'rous flower, the meadow's looming pride, 
I ruſh'd to ſeize- The rent earth openi."3 13 wide 
A dreary gulf diſcos d: from thence appear” * 
The mighty king in Tartarus rever'd, 
And bore me to his golden car in vain 570 
I weep, reſiſt, and to the gods complain. 
Swift flies his chariot to the realms below, 
And ſtill my boſom bleeds at former woe ! 

With mutual joy they now ſweet converſe hold, 
And now each'other in their arms enfold ; 

And 


* - 


And, all the live- long day, the tranſports prove 
That flow n filial and maternal love. : 


But 3 8 eee. * 


Boon Hecate approack'd, and hail'd the RE to | 
A ſplendid fillet bound her flowing hair: : 

To Proſerpine her breaſt with friendſhip glow'd, 

And all her acts a kind attention ſhow'd, 


And now th' all-ſceing god whoſe thunders ſhake 
Th' atrial regions, thus to Rhea ſpake : 


Around whoſe form her robes in darkneſs flew ; "+ 


From whom her birth the queen of ſeaſons drew 
Let Ceres haſten to th” ethereal. plain, 0 
And every honor ſhe deſires, obtain, 

Her Proſerpinę, with heavenly powers, ſhall ſhare 570 


In joy, two parts of the revolving year, 


{ 


The 


4 Þ-3 
The teſt in rell 67 of fight 42 The thimderer fail : 
The willing goddeſs Mi UbfHH Ab obeyd; 
And from Olympus“, cloud-encircled height | * 8 1 
Bends to Callicorus her lofty flight: nic 4dÞ 
Ofer this drear region deſblation frown'd, 
So late with fruits, and hs verdure crown'd. 
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But ſoon the earth its wonted power regains ; 
Again the harveſt cloaths th' extended plains; 
Increaſing ploughſhares turn the grateful ſoil, 665 


Ahd weighty ſheaves reward the lab'rers toil. © 


This” air's s ungen Tf al void the Soddes bends 
Her flight TOR, nd now on earth deſcends; 
Each kindred Wer to hail the other flies, | 
Joy rules their hearts, and ii parkles in their eyes. 8 
At length ſage Rhea, round whoſe awful bead 
The wreath of lender glow'd, to Ceres faid. - 
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Jove calls my daughter to th' ethereal plain: 


He wills, two parts of the revolying year. 610 
Thy Proſerpine ſhall heavenly pleaſures ſhare: 


The reſt in realms of night. His ſacred nod 


Confirm d the promiſe of th! all-ruling god. 
Haſle then no more oppoſe with wrathful mind 


Heaven's mighty lord mid” dark ning clouds en- 


But thy kind influence to the earth impart, 
And with dap * cheer man's drooping "or 


The power, whoſe brow the floyery wreak | 
entwines, . = 
Obeys her word her anger ae 1 | 
Th' extended plains. with fruits and. flowers are 
crow nd. cit lr £09 
And plenty er, and nature dalle 8 
Then 


(0s) | 

| Then to the chiefs who o'er Eleuſis fray'd, 
| Whoſe tighteous laws the grateful realm obey'd, 

Eumolpus, and Triptoletaus the ſage, 
| Diocles ill d to tame tlie courſer's rage. , 
Kind Polyxenus, and the king who reign'd | | 4 
Supreme, great Celeus, ſhe her rites explain d; 
Thoſe ſacred myſteries, for the vulgar ear 
Unmeet; and known, moſt impious to declare! 
Oh ! let due reverence for the gods reſtrain 630 
Diſcourſes raſh, and ech encuiries vain! 


Thrice happy he among the favour d few, 
To whom tis given theſe glorious rites to view 
A fate far different che rejected mare; 
Unbleſt, unworthy her protecting care, | 
| They'll periſh ; and wich chains of darkneſs bound, 
Be phung'd for ever in the gulf profound! 
EY BH a: 15 iid He 


(© @1] 
Her laws eſtabliſh'd, bo the realms of light, 


L 4 


With Proſerpine ſhe wings her towering flight : - 


The ſacred powers aſſume their ſeat on high, 640 


Beſide the god, whoſe thunders ſhake the ſky. 8130181 


Happy, thrice und/ he of human race, 
Who proves deſerving their benignant grace 
Plutus, who from his unexhauſted ſtores 
To favor'd mortals boundleſs treaſure pours, 
Th' auſpicious Deities to him ſhall ſend ; 
And proſperous fortune ſhall his ſteps attend. 


And now; O Ceres! at thy hallow'd ſhrine 
Submiſſive bow the Eleuſinian line: 

Antron's dark rocks re-echo with thy praiſe, 650 
And ſea-ſurrounded Paros thee obeys. 

Goddeſs ! thro! whom the ſeaſon's circling flight 


Succeſſive bleſſings pours, and new delight; 


And 


„ 
And thou, O lovely Proſerpine reward 
With honor'd age, and tranquil joys the bard 
Who ſings your acts; and ſoon his voice he'll raiſe, 


And other ſtrains ſhall celebrate your praiſe. 
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& * Ocean's briny ſwell with SMILES 18 
| crown'd,” 4 


The ſame figure is uſed by the Pſalmiſt ſome- 
what heightened.— The vallies ſhall ſtand ſo 
thick with corn that they ſhall Laven and sinc,” 


PsAL, Ixv. V. 14. 
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Pace 22. LIxE 49. 


« Not to the white-arm'd nymphs with beauty 
crown'd, 
Her lov'd companions reach'd the mournfyl 


ſound.” 


The original is, 7 ay\aomagro mam; © neither did 
the beautiful-fruited olives hear her.” This paſ- 
ſage Ruhakenius gives up as unintelligible. Pro- 
1 ſhould be read inſtead of 3 ad in 
that caſe it would ſignify; © Neither did her” 
beautiful wriſted (white-arm'd) companions hear 
her voice.” Amar; is uſed by Pindar in that 


ſenſe, and applied to Thetis in his third Nemzan 
Ode. | 


25 8 * 
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Pact 22. LINE 56. 


e But he, at diſtance from their airy bowers, 


Sits in his hallow'd fane.” 


This idea is very conſiſtent with the imperfect 
ſyſtem of heathen Polytheiſm in the early ages of 
| Greece, when it was ſuppoſed Jupiter himſelf 


| could know nothing of any tranſaction, unleſs lo- 


cally preſent. — Thus Thetis adviſes Achilles to 


leave the army, and retire to his ſhips; and pro- 
miſes that, when Jupiter returned from a feaſt in 
Ethiopia, ſhe would requeſt him to favor their 


cauſe. —This ts 1s thus Seer tranſlated 
by Mr. Pope - 


The fire of gods, and all th' ethereal train, 

On the warm limits of the fartheſt main, 

Now mix with mortals, nor diſdain to grace 

The feaſt of Ethiopia's blameleſs race. | 
1 Twelve 


66 NOTE I 
Twelve days, the powers indulge the genial rite ; 
Returnin g with the n revolving * 


| Thees will I mount, &c.” 
II. Lib. 1. I. 554. 


Pack 24. LINE 76. 
<< A fable veil athwart her ſhoulders throws.” 


Ceres is ſaid to have worn a black veil by the 
Grecian poets, either as a ſign of ſorrow for the 
loſs of Proſerpine, or to conceal her grief from ob- 

| ſervation. But it was uſed as an ornamental part 


of dreſs, richly embroider'd and tranſparent, in 


very early ages, Homer deſcribes a beautiful 
one offered by the Trojan matrons at the altar of 
Minerva : (II. Lib. 6. 1. 293.) And Penelope's 
is thus deſcribed by Pope in his tranſlation of the 
eighteenth book of his Odyſſey. | 


C 
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« A veil tranſlucent o'er her brow diſplay'd, 
Fer beauty ſeems, and only ſeems to ſhade.” 


We find Rebecca makes uſe of one, on being 
informed that Iſaac was approaching to meet her. 
(Gen. c. 24. v. 65.) When Judah meets Thamar 
likewiſe, ſhe is deſcribed, as coveRING HERSELF 
WITH A Veils (Gen. c. 38. v. 14.) This phraſe 
1s rather remarkable, as Judah, on that account 
poſſibly, ſuppoſed her to: be a courtezan ; and it 
is ſaid, that ſlaves formerly in Greece wore larger 
veils than other people. Euripides makes An- 
dromache complain in his play of that name 
I was conducted from my huſband's bed to the 
ſtrand, my face coveRED with the vEIL or A 
caPTIVE,” It is well-known that the veil of 
female ſlaves in the Levant, at preſent, covers the 
whole body, and that the Greeks have been more 


tenacious of their old cuſtoms, than moſt other 


12 nations 
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333 | 3 . | 8 
nations. May not this account for the daughters 


of Celeus, though ſtruck with the venerable ap- 


pea: ance of Ceres, propoſing an employment to 
her, on ſeeing her wear a veil appropriated to 


women of inferior rank, which otherwiſe would 


have ſcarcely been conſiſtent with their amiable 


characters? (Sce p. 30. and p. 36. 1. 27 5.) 


Pack 25. LINE 98. 


« Unknown to me the author of her grief.“ 


Some part of Hecate's ſpeech appears to have 
been loſt— She relates nothing more to Ceres, 
than what ſhe knew before; and yet, from what 


follows, one would ſuppoſe that her information 
had 


I 20 FTF 69 
had convey'd to the goddeſs ſome additional 
cCauſe for grief and vexation. 


* * * 


Pace 29. | Ling 159. 
e Four * nymphs nee o'er the plain 
Approach.“ — 


This 3 18 n by Pauſanias, 
and bears ſome reſemblance to that beautiful paſ- 
ſage in Geneſis, which gives ſo pleaſing an idea 
of the ſimplicity and artleſs benevolence of the 
primitive times hen Rebecca went with her 
pitcher to the well, and found there the ſervant 
of Abraham“ He ran to meet her and ſaid; 
« Let mel pray thee drink a little water of thy 
e pitcher—And ſhe ſaid ; Drink, my lord: and 
a «« ſhe haſted and let down her pitcher upon her 
„ 
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« hand, and gave him drink: and when ſhe had 
« done giving him drink; ſhe ſaid ; 1 will draw 
e water for thy camels alſo, until they have done 
4 drinking. And ſhe haſted, and emptied her 
e pitcher into the trough, and ran again unto | 


« the well to draw water, and drew for all his 


c camels.” Gen. c. 24. v. 17.—Can modern 


politeneſs exceed the humanity of the action, or 
refinement in language improve the deſcription 


of it! 


Pack 31. Linz 184. 


© Attend to no fictitious tale of woe. 


Reluctant from the Cretan coaſt I came.“ 


This affirmation of truth by way of Proem te 


a fabulous relation ſeems to reflect no great credit 


On 
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on the integrity of Ceres, or judgment of the 
bard. It is however no uncommon mode of 
beginning a narrative ſtory among the Grecian 
Poets, and Proſerpine uſes nearly the fame ex- 
preſſion when ſhe acquaints Ceres with the man- 
ner in which ſhe was carried off by Pluto. 
Ulyſſes, in giving a falſe account of himſelf to 
Minerva, begins with aſſuring her that he 
would ſpeak merely what was true, and then 
ſays he was of Cretan extraction. (Od. B. r. 
192.) What is rather remarkable, in giving two 
other feigned accounts of himſelf, he declares 
that he was born in Crete. (Od. B. 133413 
and B. 19. J. 181.) From theſe concurrent cir- 
cumſtances, may not & CRETAN FALSHOOD have 
been a proverbial expreſſion long before the days 
of Epimenides, and glanced at both in the 
Odyſſey and in this Poem? 
Ic 
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It is ſomewhat ſtrange that people of ſuſpected 
characters in regard to truth, generally preface 
their ſpeeches with ſome compliment to their 
own veracity, or with expreſſing a deteſtation of 
falſhood ; and, if they mean to deceive, begin 
with proteſting that they had no ſuch deſign ; 
though true policy would ſuggeſt to them the 
expediency of avoiding the ſlighteſt inſinuation 
which might lead even to a ſuſpicion of deceit— 


But the language of falſhood has been ſimilar in 


all ages, and the Roman poet with great judg- 


ment, makes Sinon, after having mentioned the 
only true circumſtance of his ſtory, proceed in 
this manner 
— nec fi miſerum fortuna Zinonem 

Finxit, vanum etiam mendacemg: improba finget.“ 
pes Mn. 42. 


&«& Wretch as he is, yet Sinon can defy 


The frowns of fortune, and abhors a lie.“--Prrr. 


Virgil 


* G T + 2M 


Virgil is perhaps more conſpicuous for his inti- 
mate acquaintance with the minute receſſes of 
the human heart, than for the extent of his know- 


ledge, or the ſublimity of his genius. 


* * » 


Pacꝝ 38. LINE 297. 


—c the duſky mantle drew 
To hide her deep-felt anguiſh from their view.” 


Here probably ſhould follow the lines which 
the Scholiaſt on Nicander alludes to, — (See Pre- 
face, page 10.) and likewiſe ſome explanation of 
the muaculous appearance aſſumed by Ceres, 
which induced them not to look on her as a god- 
deſs, but to conſider it as a ſign of her being fa- 
vor'd by ſome Deity, or an omen of divine ap- 


probation in regard to her taking charge of De- 
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mophon.— Something of this kind ſeems to be 


wanting, for by the few lines of Metanira's ſpeech | 


that are preſerved, and immediately follow, we 


find her impreſſed with no veneration for Ceres, 


but ſpeaking to her with the greateſt freedom. 


* * | 0 


Pack 40. LINE 337. 
« She ſhrieks in agony—ſhe ſmites her thighs.“ 


This was a common method among the an- 
tients of expreſſing grief, or any violent emotion. 
of the mind, — Plutarch in his life of F abius, ſays; 

ec That RE STRUCK HIS THIGH on ſeeing his. 
troops flying from their enemies“ - probably 
through ſhame and vexation. Aſius expreſſes 
rage and indignation in the ſame manner. — II. 
Lib. 12. 1. 162. And Achilles his ſurprize and 


anger. 


r 75 
anger.— II. Lib. 15. I. 125. In the holy Scrip- 
ture it is repreſented as a ſign of ſorrow and un- 
feigned repentance. Thus Jeremy ſays; c. 31. 
v. 19. Surely after that I was turned; I re- 
pented ; and after that I was inſtructed, I ſmote 
upon my thigh.” And Ezekiel much to the ſame 
purport ſays--c. 21. v. 12. Cry and howl, ſon of 
man ! for it ſhall be upon my people : it ſhall be 
upon all the princes of Iſrael---terrors by reaſon 
of the ſword ſhall be upon my people ſmite there- 
fore upon thy thigh 1. i. e. in token of grief 
and contrition. | 


* * * 


Pack 52. LINE 528. 


« In tranſport from the mountain's brow ſhe flies.“ 
[t is evident from the few and imperfect words 
preſerved in the original Greek manuſcript, that 


K 2 | an 
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an affectionate dialogue between Ceres and Pro- 
There is 


ſerpine took place, after this line. 
great reaſon to regret the frequent defects of 


the Moſcow M. S. in this part of the poem. 


«e „ * 


| | Pace 63. Lixk 535. 


ce One tedious third of the revolving year.” 


| See an obſervation on this paſſage at the end of 


[ the Preface.—Some few lines of the original ſeem 

| to have been loſt, where the vacancy 1s left in the 

. page, from the abruptneſs of Ceres' queſtion to 
Proſerpine. 

b * * * 

þ Pact 54. LINE 548. 

i <<] ate reluctant the pernicious ſeed,” 

= deen 
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Here appears to be an omiſſion, unleſs the 
ſpeech of Proſerpine has been tranſpoſed through 
ſome miſtake. It ſhould probably have begun 
with the following line— 

Joyful I wander'd through the Nyſian plain.” 
And after THaT which now concludes the ſpeech, 
ſhould follow the account of eur coming 
to her in the palace of Pluto, with which it now 
begins. — As it ſtands at preſent, Proſerpine con- 
cludes her narrative with telling Ceres, that ſhe 
is ſtill ſorrowful, and the lines that immediately 
follow, deſcribe their mutual joy at meeting each 


bother. 


PAE 56. LINE 580. 
Soon Hecate approach'd.” | 
This paſlage is rather obſcure in the original— 
ſhe ſeems indeed both here And in two other places 


to 


e, 


᷑m 77 x5 

to have been introduced very needleſsly, unleſs 
ſomething allegorical was intended. The inter- 
view between Rhea and Ceres, which almoſt im- 


mediately follows, appears plainly to be ſo. 


* * * 


Pacs 59. LinE 628. 


«© Thoſe ſacred myſteries for the vulgar ear 


Unmeet; and known moſt impious to declare.“ 


Diodorus obſerves of the religious rites pre- 
ſcribed by Orpheus, meaning the Eleuſinian myſ- 
teries, that it was unlawful for thoſe not initiated 
to enquire into. their meaning ; and there was a 
law at Athens, which condemned thoſe to death 
who divulged any thing concerning them. - 


Pace 
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Pax 60. Line 6 38. | 
« Her laws eſtabliſhed.” 


Herodotus, in the ad book of his hiſtory, re- 
lates that the myſtic rites of Is1s were originally 
carried from Egypt to Greece by the daughters of 
Danaus ; and that the Pelaſgic women were in- 
ſtructed by them in the nature, deſign and forms 
of | their celebration. From the ſame authority, 
ſtrengthened by that of Apollodorus, it hath been 
ſuppoſed that theſe myſteries, diſguiſed under 
other names and other forms, were afterwards ce- 
lebrated at ELEVUsfs in honour of CERESNH]] and ob- 
tained the name of ThESMOPRHORIA. 

The Eleuſinian myſteries were, however, 
divided into two diſtin& claſſes. The Theſmo- 
phoria were in the ſubordinate claſs. 

A ſtriking ſimilitude hath been frequently ob- 


ſerved, by the curious enquirers into antient 


cuſtoms, 


9 SN. DO T FS 


cuſtoms, between the myſteries of Isis and Cxres : 
and the ſuppoſition, that the latter were borrowed 
from the former, is ſupported by the ſtrongeſt 
analogy, as well as by the moſt reſpectable au- 


Many of the learned indeed have conjectured 


that Greece was indebted to Oxeurvs for their 


introduction into that country : and that this 


antient bard had an eye to the Egyptian myſteries. 


in their inſtitution; and accommodated the ge 


neral plan of the one, to the particular genius and 


deſign of the other. Some have even conjectured 


that the hymns which have been tranſmitted to 


the preſent times, under the name of Orpheus, 


were the ſame that were originally ſung at the 
celebration of the rites of Ceres. — This honor, 


Pauſanias remarks, had never been conferred on 


| the hymns of Homer ; who, probably, by indulg- 


ing 
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ing his fancy in fictions of its own creation, and 
departing with too bold a licence from the eſta- 
blimed traditions of the gods, had rendered his 
hymns unfit for their worſhip. It was for this 
unwarrantable ſtretch of poetic liberty that his 


works were proſcribed by Plato. 


The Egyptian prieſts threw an awful and am- 
biguous veil over their religious rites, and, having 
enjoined SILENCE and SECRESY, as indiſpenſible 
terms of initiation, gave an air of pomp and ſo- 
lemnity to inſtitutions that were trifling, and 
doctrines that were abſurd. The ſimpleſt truths 
were loſt in the croud of myſtic rites which 
gathered thick upon them; and, while hiſtorical 
facts were veiled beneath the dreſs of allegory, ic; 
was difficult to diſtinguiſh the real from the 
fictitious; or to tell, with certainty, where the 


ANNALIST 


- 


* 
ANNALIST ended his record, BY where the 
MYTHOLOGIST took up his fable. 

The Grecians changed the names, but retained 
and exaggerated the ſtories of Egypt; they ſome- 
times debaſed, at other times they improved and 
-mbelliſhed chem. That which amuſed the fancy, 
at length was admitted as the truth: and what at 


firſt was meant to be FIGURATIVE, was, in proceſs 


of time, believed to be LITERAL. 


If this hymn ſhould not be ſuppoſed to allude 
to the Egyptian Ifis, figured under the character 
of Ceres, and to Proſerpine, as an emblem of the 
"CORN BEING HID part of the year beneath the 
carth; may not the ſtory on which it is founded be 
ſimply this The conjecture is vague, but it is 
hoped excuſable, as many inſtances occur of the 
Greek poets blending hiſtory with allegory. 
| | Pluto, 


* So Perſephone Gonifies in the Phœnician language, from whence 
Proſerpiue is ſappoſed to have been derived. 


ND Eis M0 
Pluto, probably king of the Moloſſians, wages 
war againſt the Eleuſinians, waſtes their country, 
and carries off their corn—a famine enſues 
Jupiter, his brother, ruler over great part of 
Greece, who had connived at the invaſion, thinks 
proper at length to obtain a peace for them, on 
their paying to Pluto one third of their tillage by 
way of tribute. They again cultivate their 
country, and Rhea, Ceres and Jupiter are recon- 
ciled ; 1. e. the earth produces corn, and the 
people are under the protection of their neigh- 


bouring king. 


* | * 3 


Pack 60. Lines 644: 
ce Pluteʒ who from his unexhauſted ſtores.” 
: The concluſion of the ſtory leems evidently 


allegorical, and intended to convey this plain and 


excellent 


- 
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excellent moral. © That thoſe people ſhall grow 


ww 


rich who apply diligently to agriculture, and the 
cultivation of their lands.“ Plutus probably was 


called the ſon of Ceres on that account. 
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